
COORONG ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST BILL 2019 
WHAT IS IT? 

This Bill establishes the Coorong Environmental Trust, with the objective of driving the restoration of flows and ecological stability 

within the Lower Lakes and the Coorong, with a strong focus on the Ramsar principle of sustainable use. It will consist of members 

representing organisations with a professional, financial, physical or legal commitment to the ecological wellbeing of the Coorong. 

This will be an independent Trust that operates outside of the Government to manage the Coorong Ramsar site. We want this 

Trust to be as independent as possible from state Government, while still affording the state Government the opportunity to use 

information and reports from the Trust to inform decision making. This Trust will empower the local and scientific community to 

manage the lower lakes and Coorong in the way they know and can demonstrate is best, taking some of the politics out of the 

management of that waterway for the benefit of the local community and the environment. 

WHAT DOES IT DO? 

The functions and powers of the Trust are as follows: 

• To create and maintain a repository for all 

environmental data and research outcomes 

relating to the Coorong 

• To prepare an annual ‘State of Our Estuary’ 

report, along with presenting an opportunity 

for community, policy writers, and researchers 

to discuss outcomes 

• To prepare, adopt and maintain a set of rules 

relating to the membership, management and 

operations of the Trust 

• To provide independent, impartial scientific 

advice on the state of the Coorong to all 

stakeholders  

• To provide guidance for future environmental 

research within the Coorong 

• To clearly monitor and document 

environmental flow outcomes  

• To coordinate and if necessary implement a 

comprehensive water quality monitoring 

program 

• To independently assess proposed solutions to 

ecological challenges faced by the Coorong 

• To raise money so that it can carry out its 

functions with financial independence 

• To perform any function assigned to the Trust 

by regulation  

WHAT WILL IT LOOK LIKE? 

One of the key elements of this Trust is its dual-layer governance structure, which is key to the Trust achieving its objective of 

separating science-based, factual ecological understandings and discussions around the Coorong, from the politics the River and 

the Coorong always seem to be ensnared in. This structure allows everyone to have equal input, it encourages non-government 

parties to feel a sense of ownership, and most importantly, it helps to ensure a more democratic system for listening to those 

impacted by any activities within the Coorong, reducing the risk of a single interest group dominating the works of the Trust at 

the expense of others.  

As part of this Bill, the Trust is also required to establish a Fundraising Committee and a Wetland Science Committee. The 

members of these committees will be appointed by the Trust. The aim of the fundraising committee is to ensure the financial 

independence of the Trust, and to ensure that there is sufficient funding available to undertake the work necessary to meet the 

objectives of the Trust. The Wetland Science committee is another advisory committee, with members drawn initially from the 

Trust membership in addition to invited subject matter experts. This committee collates information on scientific matters 

influencing the Coorong and works together to build consensus around some of the more complex ecological and environmental 

management issues facing the estuary.  

HOW WILL IT WORK? 

What’s special about setting up the Trust this way as well, rather than creating a private trust, is that this way the Parliament is 

required to note the reports of the Coorong Environmental Trust. It also makes it clear that government stakeholders have the 

option to support the trust and consider its advice on relevant legislation/regulations. This will be a community-driven and 

focused Trust, that takes the politics out of the management of water and the environment in the Coorong and puts the people 

back in charge.  


